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Solomon Islands Government

MINISTRY OF CULTURE AND TOURISM

P.0.BOX G20, HONIARA, SOLOMON ISLANDS

47t INDEPENDENCE ANNIVERSARY MESSAGE

From: The Honourable Minister, Hon. Choylin Yim Douglas, Permanent Secretary Mr. Bunyan
Sivoro, Deputy Secretary, Directors and Staff of Ministry of Culture and Tourism (MCT).
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TO: The Governor General, Sir David Tiva Kapu and Lady Kapu, Prime Minister,
Hon.Jeremiah Manele and Madam Manele, Members of Cabinet, Speaker of National
Parliament, Chief Justice, Leader of the Opposition, Leader of Independent Group,
Members of Parliament, Provincial Premiers and Members of Provincial Assemblies,
Heads of State Owned Enterprises, Heads of Private Sector Entities, Non-Governmental
Organisations, Church Leaders, Chiefs and Traditional Leaders, Development Partners,
Women Leaders, Youth Leaders, Young Tourism Entrepreneurs, Stakeholders in Tourism
development in Solomon Islands.

Happy 47" Independence Anniversary Celebrations!

On this memorable and proud occasion, of our 47th Independence Anniversary, the Ministry of
Culture and Tourism extends its heartfelt greetings and best wishes to all citizens across our
beloved nation, and to our friends and partners around the world who continue to walk with us
in solidarity.

Today, we celebrate not only our political freedom but also the enduring strength of our
people—the heartbeat of our islands. Since gaining independence in 1978, we have made
significant strides, guided by the resilience, spirit, and rich cultural heritage that define who we
are as a nation.

This year’s theme, “Unity and Stability for Transformation and Prosperity”, is both a timely
reminder and a powerful call to action. In a world facing constant change and challenges, our
progress as a nation rests on our ability to remain united in purpose, stable in our governance,
and committed to the transformation needed to ensure a prosperous future for all Solomon
Islanders.

Culture and tourism are vital pillars of our identity and our economy. As custodians of our diverse
traditions, the Ministry remains steadfast in its mission to protect and promote our cultural
values, while unlocking the vast potential of our tourism sector to create jobs, empower
communities, and share our story with the world.

Let this anniversary inspire us to deepen our unity, uphold peace, and work together across all
sectors of society. Transformation and prosperity are within our reach—but only if we move
forward together, anchored in mutual respect, shared responsibility, and a clear vision for our
future.

On this joyous day, let us celebrate with pride, honour our past, and embrace the promise of the
years ahead.

Tagio tumas and may God bless our people and our nation.

Happy 47th Independence Celebrations! God bless Solomon Islands from Shore to Shore!

Date: 24/06/2025
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